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Dear Fellow Members 
I hope you are continuing to stay safe and well as we 
move into the next stages of coping with the COVID-
19 virus. It is now clearly evident that, fortunately, 
Australia and New Zealand have done very well 
compared to many other countries. At the time of 
writing Qld, SA, WA and the NT have had very few or 
no new cases for a couple of weeks. Check out the 
number of cases on the RGSQ home page, updated 
daily by the Johns Hopkins University Coronavirus 
Resource Center (worldwide totals) and by the UQ-
Qld Centre for Population Research (Qld totals) by 
clicking on the graphics or links.   

Re-opening RGSQ premises?   
Now that the Qld government is lifting some 
restrictions, RGSQ Council is considering when we 
could start to re-open RGSQ premises. Initially this 
would only be for 2-3 volunteers at a time who would 
feel comfortable about coming in to Fortescue Street 
to continue working on some projects e.g. the library, 
maps and archives collections and AGC scanning. 
This would also be dependent on staff presence. We 
will review the situation at the June Council meeting. 
In the meantime we certainly intend to be vigilant, 
stay at home where possible and await the results 
from the easing of restrictions especially around 
Southeast Qld. It is to be hoped that we do not see a 
dreaded “second wave” of cases.  

A meeting of three Society Presidents: On 27 April, I 
had the opportunity to connect with the President of the 
Royal Geographical Society of South Australia. While 
all three Societies have suspended activities at least 
until July, we have been trying to keep our respective 
members engaged during the “stay at home” period via 
publications and online activities. Here are some 
examples of what we are doing and ideas for the 
future:  
• Both RGSQ and RGSSA have initiated publication 

of new short newsletters: Member Connect 
(RGSQ) and Keeping in touch with Geography 
(RGSSA). These newsletters include members’ 
letters from home, interesting snippets of unusual 
geographical facts, links to videos, podcasts, short 
quizzes and crosswords.  

• We are posting more resource materials on our 
websites (e.g. video talks, podcasts) capturing 
lecture presentations via Zoom to share with 
members and encouraging members to utilise 
more of these online resources. 

• Younger members are increasingly connecting 
through social media. 

• We can facilitate opportunities for our members to 
visit each other’s respective Societies individually 
or on interstate Society trips e.g. RGSQ may 
include a visit to Adelaide in September 2021. 

With best wishes, Dr. Iraphne Childs 
President  
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Letters From the Home Front  
Jim and Sue Graham 
As I write, it’s now the end of April and Sue and I 
have been in lock down for quite a few weeks along 
with everyone else. We are living a very quiet life.   
We have used this time to address a number of 
elephants in the room. We have prepared photo 
albums for quite a few trips that we have taken over 
the last 10 years. The 2013 journey around Northern 
France, Portugal and England is now complete but 
our 2012 visitation to Myanmar may miss out as Sue 
has now moved onto making some sense of 25 
years of pre-digital camera photos. A huge task. 
I have been organising a number of family history 
files that have come into my possession. To my 
surprise and excitement, I have discovered that I 
have two convict ancestors. On consulting with 
those members of the family over 86 they all 
acknowledged that, yes, they knew about them but 
“there was to need to talk about that sort of 
thing”. Attitudes to convict forebears have certainly 
changed. 

 
 
The garden is well pruned and we can now use 
Zoom, Houseparty, Skype, Duo and Facetime to 
stay in contact with family and 
friends. Technology and the Internet have been a 
godsend in these troubled times.  
Books are a solace but I must admit that, with no 
sport being played or broadcast, I am watching a 
lot less television. Possibly a good thing. Next job 
is digitising the family’s 1960s slide collection 
followed by refurbishing the kitchen.          
I am missing my work in the RGSQ Library and 
the geographical chats with the other volunteers 
at morning tea and lunch.    
Take care and keep safe. 
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Corona Cartography 

Peter Lloyd 

Soon after the COVID-19 lockdown was 
implemented and the schools closed, our 
son in Longreach asked us to Skype our 
eight-year-old grandson each school day 
with some fun lessons to supplement his 
home schooling, give us some face time 
denied by the virus and, presumably, also 
have something to do.  

We started off with dinosaurs, his favourite, 
but when the schools stayed closed we 
needed a longer plan to fill the hour.  

We decided to pick a different country 
each day and explore for 20-30 minutes 
the cartography and geography that make 
it special.   

 

He has a globe, and a couple of years ago I 
purchased one from Aldi for him to use 
when he is visiting. We used them to locate 
and describe the cartography of each 
country chosen. Although I had been 
interested and involved in geography (ever 
since being the only one in grade five at 
Nambour Rural School in 1955 to know the 
capital of Venezuela), I had never had or 
seriously used a globe. It was always maps 
… so I had never really viewed closely the 
details of the world as they really are, e.g. 
from outer space. 

The result is that within a couple of weeks 
my eight-year-old grandson is able to flick 
his globe with consummate ease, finding 
countries and capitals, while his 75-year-
old “geographer” grandfather struggles with 
his newly acquired cartographic implement 
… one small crowning achievement from 
the corona contagion. 
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 Join us for the webinar via https://bit.ly/2ABw1ue 
Geographers have spent many decades debating how to, and sometimes whether to, define the 
discipline of geography. For academic geographers the question may not be particularly important 
because they just get on with their research, and follow that wherever it happens to lead them. For 
geography in education the question is important, because a school subject must be able to explain 
what it adds to an already crowded curriculum. The question is also important when we try to explain our 
subject to non-geographers, whether parents, principals, Vice-Chancellors or community leaders. The 
lecture reviews different ways of defining geography, and argues for viewing the subject as a way of 
thinking based on four key concepts — place, space, environment and interconnection. The meaning of 
each of these concepts for geography will be reviewed, with illustrations of their application taken from 
recent studies of the coronavirus epidemic. Their contribution to the current Australian geography 
curriculum may also be identified. 

About Alaric Maude 
Born in Auckland, New Zealand, raised in various islands of the Pacific and in New Zealand, and 
transported to Sydney at the age of 12. BA from Sydney University and PhD from the ANU. First 
academic job was at the University of Tasmania (1964-67) and then Flinders University in Adelaide 
(1967-2004). Have done research in Tonga, Sumatra (Indonesia), Kelantan (Malaysia) and various parts 
of Australia, on people-environment relationships, migration and regional development. Since retirement 
in 2004 have been Secretary of the Institute of Australian Geographers (2004-2012), Lead Writer and 
Writing Coach for the Australian Geography curriculum (2009-2013), Editor of the South Australian 
Geographical Journal (2005-2011), and Chair of the National Committee for Geographical Sciences of 
the Academy of Science (2013-2017). 

Find out more about the presenter: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331091334_In_Profile_Associate_Professor_Alaric_Maude_A
M_Flinders_University_South_Australia 

If you have any questions, please email us at info@rgsq.org.au.  

Register for the webinar at https://rgsq.org.au/event-3669593  
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Still curious? Check out the geographical presentations below: 

There is nothing natural about disaster | Rohini Swaminathan  
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7fbfZxoWlY&feature=emb_logo-  
  
Happy maps | Daniele Quercia 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJg9SXIcPiM&feature=emb_logo-   
  
How not to be ignorant about the world | Hans and Ola Rosling 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=Sm5xF-UYgdg&feature=emb_logo  
 

 
Follow The Royal Geographical Society of Queensland on: 

GEOFACT of the week 
ALASKA IS BOTH THE WESTERNMOST AND EASTERNMOST STATE of the USA.  
	

 
 
Amatignak Island at 51.2704° N, 179.1199° W - an uninhabited island 
in Alaska's Aleutian archipelago, is the southernmost point of Alaska, as well as 
the westernmost longitude of Alaska, the United States, and North America.  
 
Semisopochnoi Island at 51.9288° N, 179.5977° E - an uninhabited island in the 
western Aleutian Islands (in the Eastern Hemisphere) is, by longitude, the easternmost  
land location in the United States and North America.   
 
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/72725/11-weird-and-wacky-geography-facts 

 


