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BEFORE FORMAL PLANNING
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Queensland's outhouses (Source: Queensland State Library)

• Undue Subdivision of Land Act 1885 
(Qld)

• Tenements and cottages on small 
parcels of land were viewed as 
increasing the risk of disease and fire

• Required residential dwellings to be 
constructed on land of at least 16 
perches (405m2). 



“SLUMS”
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• Undue  Subdivisio n o f Land 
Pre ve ntion Act 1895

• Largely why Brisbane lacks the 
inner city rowhouses of Melbourne 
and Sydney

• Contributed to Brisbane’s tin and 
timber vernacular



ZONING: A BRIEF 

HISTORY

• Influenced by 
utopian ideals e.g., 
Garden City

• Ills of the industrial 
city

• Separation of land 
uses

• Human health



First planning schemes

• Sydney: 1951
• Gold Coast: 1953
• Melbourne: 1954
• Brisbane: 1965

Melbourne 1968

Houses under construction in Mount 
Gravatt c 1958. Queensland State 
Archives

BUT…



What was happening in 
the US at the time?

AMERICAN 
INFLUENCE WAS 
HIGH
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• Most of Brisbane’s 
growth in post-war 
period



Tarragindi ~1950s Jindalee ~1960s Carindale – 1980s





HOW DOES ZONING 

INFLUENCE URBAN 

TRANSFORMATION?
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We tracked 6000 lots containing houses in 1946 to see what happened to the 
houses as urban planning trends changed

- All the lots had houses in 1946





15

Character contradiction: 
The exclusionary nature 
of preservationist 
planning restrictions

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00420980231195218
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00420980231195218
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00420980231195218
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00420980231195218


Apartments,
townhouses

Houses

Offices, retail

Breweries, 
mechanics, 
white good 
repairers



KEY FINDINGS
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•Residential A (houses only) zone 
preserved detached houses
•Residential B zone allowed for 
apartment building construction.
•More flexible zoning prior to the 
1980s = the construction of 
apartments and other multiple 
dwellings.
•Character protections introduced 
from 1990s







FINDINGS CONT.
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•Character retention precludes 
housing diversity

•Even in areas targeted for density

•New dwellings usually backyard 
subdivisions

•Small lot sizes (e.g., pre 1895 West 
End) also protect character houses 
from redevelopment



SMALL LOTS PREVENT 

REDEVELOPMENT
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WHAT ‘CHARACTER’ ARE WE PROTECTING?
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THANK YOU & 
FURTHER READING 
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